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	 Thessaloniki was at once hyper local, and hyper international. For centuries, it was a city where 
numerous merchants that sailed away from the Thermaic Gulf to Western Europe, and through the 
rivers of the Balkans to Central Europe, through the Aegean Archipelago to North of Africa and to 
the Middle and the Far East – a city where Greek, Turkish, Sephardic, French, Italian, and Slavic were 
spoken naturally by the majority of its inhabitants – a city where language, commodities, and cultures 
circulated extensively, became in 1926 with the establishment of Thessaloniki International Fair, the 
ideal home for a universal showcase; what was latent, was formally recognized.

95 years have passed since T.I.F’ s establishment, and both the city and the institution have gone 
through enormous changes. Recently, the pandemic crisis has exposed the city’s need for more open 
space, both as a means to offer fresh air and as a way to re-facilitate the community to safe physical 
interaction.

If the Fairground can once more gain importance, it will become a framework for the future reevalua-
tion and recontextualization of Thessaloniki. The regeneration of T.I.F should be seen as one of the first 
steps of the many towards the city’s future transformations.

1.  HOTEL / MULTI-PURPOSE HALL

2.  OFFICES
3.  COMMERCIAL COMPLEX  / RECREATION

4.  EXHIBITION HALL 01
5.  ADMINISTRATION

6.  EXHIBITION HALL 02
7.  EXHIBITION HALL 03
8.  PALAIS DE SPORT
9.  EXHIBITION HALL 04
10. LUXURY EXHIBITION HALL	
11. CONGRESS HALL
12. URBAN PARK

A.  ROTUNDA
B.  CHURCH OF AGIA SOPHIA
C.  HIPPODROME

D.  WHITE TOWER

E.  NATIONAL THEATRE
F.   YMCA BUILDING

G. YMCA PARK	

H. ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM 

I.  MUSEUM OF BYZANTINE CULTURE

J.  CITY HALL
K. SYNTRIVANI SQUARE
L.  BYZANTINE WALLS

M. ARISTOTEL UNIVERCITY
N. UNIVERCITY LIBRARY
O.   MOMUS

P. ESSO PAPPAS PAVILLION
Q.   OTE TOWER
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SECTION 1

SECTION 2 SECTION 3

1      

3      

2      

The Exhibition Halls are conceived as ex-
hibits themselves. Therefore they are treat 
ed as typical and representative build-
ings of our times and of the city; we in-
tend for them to enclose and at the same 
time, radiate the overall spirit of the expo. 
We include into a complex of contempo-
rary exhibition halls a preexisting pavilion 
Deeply engraved on the collective memo-
ry as part of the Fair as a palimpsest. We 
choose. The proposal preserves Pavillion 
2 designed by architect K.Tripodakis in 
1954 and restores it to its initial form. 
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The water features shaded by vegetation will increase the effect of the 
evaporative cooling and offer the visitors comfortable outdoor islands

TREE
CLUSTER

SHADING
PERGOLA

The presence of green links, acts like a air cooling pool 
lowering the outdoor temperature before entering the buildings  

The greenhouse facade and 
pergola provides shading to the 
acessible roof and exhibition 
hall therefore lowering the 
impact of sun insolation.
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PANEL 6

COLLAGE: THE PUBLIC ENTRANCE OF EXHIBITION

Public Entrance of the Exhibition

The Exhibition Halls consist of a group of four buildings that share the same materialis-
tic approach; brick padded pedestals support the main body of the buildings which is 
wrapped by polycarbonate panels and covered by a suspended roof. The main bear-
ing structure of the buildings is a composite structure consisting of a concrete shear wall 
and steel trusses. Parallel to the shear wall, a self-supporting polycarbonate facade sys-
tem encloses the exhibition.

WESTERN ELEVATION scale 1/250

The roofs of Pavilions 3 and 4 are shaded by green pergolas which allow for the 
expansion of such effect specially in the main corridor which serves the main public 
entrance and exterior exhibition area. The different spaces within the Exhibition expe-
rience are actively conditioned (heating and cooling) via the buildings footprint and 
their relative positioning established by the masterplan allowing this cold air to remain 
and flow undisturbed. The evaporative cooling effect of the water bodies, throughout 
the proposal, combined with the shade of the surrounding vegetation offers to visitors 
a cooled and shaded atmosphere and therefore creates comfortable outdoor islands. 
The green pergola structure and solar paneling elements (above the exhibition hall and 
congress) provide critical shading, preventing the roof slabs from high solar radiations. 
Moreover, these can keep to a certain extent the air layer between the roof and the 
shading structure steady, avoiding then to get the cool air from evaporative cooling to 
be instantaneously flushed out.

ABOVE GROUND FLOOR PLAN scale 1/500
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The 36m span of the roofs will be suspended from the above steel trusses in both direc-
tions and in a grid of 9 x 9m. In close distance (~2m.) parallel to the polycarbonate 
facade vertical concrete elements of a diameter 0,70m. are placed in a grid 9x9m. On 
top of the suspension traces are placed photovoltaic panels which are hidden from the 
pedestrian’s point of view due to the brick walls and the polycarbonate panels. 
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PANEL 7

GROUND FLOOR PLAN scale 1/250

Archaic and at the same time futuristic, the Congress Center & Luxurious Exhibition Hall complex signifies the entrance to the T.I.F site 
from the south-east. Its northern elevation gives the impression of a rigid administrative building whereas its elevation towards the south 
is a disc that features a combination of basic geometries hovering over an artificial mount. The hovering canopy of the Congress Hall is 
a composite structure that contains a system of steel trusses that reach a height up to 5,50 m and decline up to ~ 0 towards the limits of 
its curved outline. 

SECTION 1 scale 1/250

1

2

CONGRESS MAIN HALL INTERNAL VIEW

For Parking in Basement levels see panel 05

MEZZANINE 1 PLAN scale 1/250



AXONOMETRIC DIAGRAM FROM THE NORTH-EAST
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN scale 1/250

SOUTHERN WESTERN VIEW OF THE CONGRESS HALL FROM STRATOU AVE

MEZZANINE 2 PLAN scale 1/250

COLLAGE: THE “BALCONY” OF CONGRESS HALL COLLAGE: STAIRS DECSENDING TO LUXURIOUS EXPO

SECTION 2 scale 1/250 For Parking in Basement levels see panel 05
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The Business Center encloses four different programs: Hotel, Office Building, Retail Stores and Multifunctional/Recreational Space.  

 The elevation of the Business Center facing Egnatia Street is consisted of three parts; the first one is the base (ground level), a gallery made 
up by concrete and glass elements which is the storefront for the Retail Stores, the main part is a brick surface which is rhythmically interrupt-
ed by large openings, behind which lay the individual offices. The brick surface three fragmented in three parts by the open-air spaces that 
complement the working areas, as well as the offices’ natural ventilation. The upper part is the swimming pool, the gym and the pool bar, 
shared by the Hotel and the Office Building. The two first parts of the elevation follow and intensify the linearity of Egnatia Street, where as 
the third part signifies in an expressive way the culmination of the Business Center, so that it finds its peak at the Hotel Tower.

The entrance to the Hotel is through a transparent surface that reflects Syntrivani Square. The rooms are placed on the Hotel Tower, a trap-
ezoid prism, whose short sides on the north west and south east are out of solid brick and on north west and south eastsides the rooms are 
placed. The short stay rooms face the north west while the long stay rooms face the south east. Vertical access is achieved through the core 
of the tower by three elevator shafts and the fire escape staircase. 

SECTION 1

GROUND FLOOR PLAN scale 1/500

SECTION 2

NIGHT SHOT FROM AGGELAKI STR.

1ST FLOOR PLAN scale 1/500

UNDERGROUND GROUND FLOOR PLAN scale 1/500

2ND FLOOR PLAN scale 1/500

UNDERGROUND FLOOR PLAN scale 1/1000
(three levels of underground)

1      2      
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PANEL 10

VIEW FROM SYNTRIVANI SQ.

8-9TH FLOOR PLAN scale 1/500

7TH FLOOR PLAN scale 1/500 SOUTHERN ELEVATION scale 1/500

NORTHERN ELEVATION (FROM EGNATIA STR.) scale 1/500

6TH FLOOR PLAN scale 1/500

5TH FLOOR PLAN 1/500

4TH FLOOR PLAN scale 1/500

3RD FLOOR PLAN scale 1/500

COLLAGE: THE “AQUEDUCT” ENTRANCE

COLLAGE: HOTEL & OFFICE FACING EGNATIA STR.	

AXONOMETRIC DIAGRAM

EGNATIA STR.	

THE “AQUEDUCT” 


