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 Explanatory narrative including : 

 Site plan documenting the overall concept

 
A Vision and philosphy of the design   

B Approach to substainability  
 
C Approach to technical and structural issues  

D Approach to materiality and economy  

E Table with the space program given and the space program realized 

F A3 copies of the drawing panels  
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Site plan documenting the overall concept

Prerequisite

The history of Thessaloniki is marked by ambitious urban projects. The new ConfEx Park 

must take this heritage into account, as such a project also has the capacity to clarify a 

composite urbanity. Several projects have succeeded each other during the twentieth 

century, all struck by a certain urban rationalism that varies according to the era. These 

applications have had the merit of implanting rational and recognizable urban grids on this 

vast territory. At the risk that these different pieces of city tend to become autonomous 

sectors. However, the location of this new project (urban climate park, convention center, 

exhibition hall, business center) offers an exceptional location that also offers a historical 

opportunity: at the crossroads of the historic city in the Center-West and a more modern 

urbanity - in «grids» or even «blocks» - in the Center-East. It is already an opportunity to 

act as an interface between two urbanities with a very marked identity. 
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A new urban fragment to clarify the previous ones

New 
breath

A Central Park
An oversized park visually connects the see and the 
mountain. It is the centre of the ConfEx Park but also an 
iconic public space on the scale of the city.

Slightly rotated masterplan 
The central position of the park aims to enhance the 
masterplan qualities for openess and porosity while 
slighlty turning them around the park.

Ball joint

(1) the historic city, (2) the urban extension, (3) the 
mountain and (4) the city.
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Surface typology

promenade

park- 32.000 m2

connexions

temporay exhibition

playground

playground esplanade

Landscape
mineral surface

vegetal surface

trees - lined

trees - masses

Water system
fountain

water circulation

roof water

A green Lung
Rather than a «void», a «reserve» or a «pocket», the 
most appropriate image would be that of a «lung». 
The space of the available park is a source of healthy 
breathing space that spreads throughout the urbanity of 
the district on several levels.

The central park asserts itself as the structuring urban element of 
the project. Crossing and enhancing the topographic axis of the site, 
it asserts itself from the outset by its scenographic value. Wherever 

the hill. Facing or behind him, he never loses sight of the two great 
geographical landmarks of his environment. 

A structuring and appropriable park

Central 
park
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Structural bets in the service of architectural 
settings

curvilinear curve of the roof carries several images: 

a geometry that highlights the emergence of 

has an entrance at the most frequented corner of 

establish a regular structure in order to stage the 

Whether one considers the project as a vast whole or as individual 
parts, this project shows that the necessarily imposing scale and 
the sometimes radical principles of design are not the enemies 
of the city. The imperatives of clarity are dictated by the need to 
identify the site as a whole, but are also useful in providing this urban 
environment with greater legibility.

Such a project must satisfy the imperatives of the leisure, 
commercial, work and landscaping programs. But the coexistence 
of these activities also reveals several porosities, even 
complementarities that make the urban value of such a proposal.
Our approach to the large size also shows that structural and 
landscape bets are not antinomic to each other, nor even antinomic 
to a human, even domestic appreciation of such buildings. Our 
interventions are always guided by a primary concern for economy. 
This one remains for us as much a pledge of relevance as a 

View from level +1 of the gallery on the Exhibition 
Center side

View of the facade of the Exhibition center from 3is 
Septemvriou street

View of the West facade of the Congress Center, 
Aggelaki street

View of Business Center from the intersection of Aggelaki 
and Egnata street

Machine
buildings

The machine building likes to be a hospital building.

The machine-building gives you a choice.
The building-machine adapts. 
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Developing urban sustainable society

of the building in the environment or the mobility 

a building can be a trendsetter for other buildings 

European ambitions

reuse of materials are some of the solutions that 

SML

The next 
level

but must on the contrary be integrated in a more 

is not to be an island isolated from the rest of the 

Energy concept

energy sources are used to cover the annual 

the necessary energy for heating and cooling 

It is clear that the roofs in the Thessaloniki 

Distributor of energy 

Ventilation systems are one of the largest sources 

Substainable development
«development that meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations 
to meet their needs.» 
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Water strategy 

to humidify green roofs and then discharged into 

integrated into the building management system 

 

The next level

cleaning bicycles and integrating urban farming in 

Materials strategy

Sustainability shouldn’t be an afterthought but rather the natural 
starting point of the future Thessaloniki Confex Park. This 

buildings and a park at a human scale, respectful of nature and its 
environment, integrated into its neighbourhood. It will be the result of 
a true creative, multidisciplinary and optimistic vision of the future.

Axonometry of the structural and envelope principle 
of the roof

View of interior of Exhibition Center

View of interior of Exhibition Center

The 
factories

+ 22.00 m / 31.50 AMSL

 _ ROOF MAINTENANCE ACCES

+ 26.50 m / 36.50 AMSL

 _ ROOF RIDGE

+ 11.50 m / 20.50 AMSL

 _ GALLERY

+ 0.00 m / 9.00 AMSL

 _ GROUND FLOOR

ARTIFICIAL
AND NATURAL

LIGHT DIFFUSION

MAIN
ACCESS

SECONDARY
ACCESS

GALLERY
BAR

PUBLIC
PROMENADE

CONNEXION

Principle detail 
of the gallery

The pedestrian galleries are more than just 
links. They are equipped lines, deliberately 
oversized, that measure up to the scale of 
the territory. The value of the bridge is also 
scenographic, as it allows users to rediscover 

heights. It is both a distributive and ecological 
"exchange", whose scale of appropriation is 
as domestic as it is territorial. It is a place of 
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EXHIBITION FACILITIES

GALLERIES

Capable 
structures

CONFERENCE CENTER BUSINESS PARK

building brought together under a common roof 

We simply want to build structures that are closed and 
covered but remain subject to a certain programmatic 
indeterminacy. It is by leaving several options open 
that, paradoxically, these new constructions prove to 

spaces. 
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Economy

has become essential to take a serious look at 

economics translates into a quest for rationality in 

Future

money or matter but a tool for the incessant 

Low carbon

Bioclimatic strategy 

satisfying the thermal and visual comfort needs 

Conjugating the program to the future, our proposal for the 

open infrastructures, capable of responding to a multitude of 
possible contexts as well as to a great malleability of uses.

+ 22.00 m / 31.50 AMSL

 _ ROOF MAINTENANCE ACCES

+ 26.50 m / 36.50 AMSL

 _ ROOF RIDGE

+ 11.50 m / 20.50 AMSL

 _ GALLERY

+ 0.00 m / 9.00 AMSL

 _ GROUND FLOOR

ARTIFICIAL
AND NATURAL

LIGHT DIFFUSION

MAIN
ACCESS

SECONDARY
ACCESS

GALLERY
BAR

PUBLIC
PROMENADE

CONNEXION

THE GALLERY 

EXHIBITION CENTER 

immediate understanding of the building for 
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BUSINESS CENTER AND HOTEL

connection to the Rotunda through the courtyard 

and create a frontal condition from every side 

The combination of these three translucent layers 

through the roof line to create monuments in the 

The design of the roof evokes some of the 

The hotel is the landmark on the city side of our 

square to a raised lobby above the height of our 

The entrance to the hall faces the entrance to the 

H04H04H0404H0404404404H04H04H04040404044444HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH00000000044444444444400000
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Perfor-
mance

Amplify 
Before designing buildings, we conceive receptacles, large 
infrastructures that support and welcome at the same time. 
Something robust and perennial, but which does not transmit 
an image of rigidity either. 
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Rising the Hall to the level of the Egnatia street 

our roof system and have a more traditional series 

materials: 

of the small Room and a steel structure for the roof 

Conference Center

seeks to take advantage of this ambiguity to create 

 

of means and materials: an economical and regular 

 

 

 

facades on Aggelaki Street have a system of 

gives them a dimension that is both abstract and 

Eco-
nomy

Being economical means reducing or limiting expenditure.
Being economical means reducing consumption, limiting what costs.
Being economical means mastering the management of goods, of any complex set.
Being economical means reducing the number of means of expression.
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PROGRAMME GIVEN SURF PROPOSAL SURF

EXHIBITION CENTRE 82 200

Exhibition centre 47 000 46 700
Ground-floor level exhibition space 30 000 26 800
Above ground-floor level exhibition space 17 000 17 900
Foyer incl 450
WC incl 600
Snack bar / canteen / cafeteria incl 700
Utility rooms incl 100
VIP Mezzanine incl 150

Administration offices 1 500 1 500

Underground 31 000
Storage space 12 000 12 000
Parking 19 000

Open-air exhibition space 3 000 3 000

BUSINESS CENTRE 30 330

Hotel 5 675 5 700
Reception 115 110
F&B 600 600
Roofgarden 200 200
Meeting / event spaces 150 150
Wellness facilities 350 350
Hotel Rooms 4 060 4 090
Maintenance and Operations 200 200

Multi-purpose hall 3 500 5 170
Public Spaces 450 950
Halls 2 100 2 750
Backstage 150 120
Auxiliary 400 450
Unassigned Areas 400 900

Commercial complex 16 000 15 860
Retail / Recreational / Services 9 000 8 800
Offices 7 000 7 060

Underground 3 600
Storage space 3 500 3 600
Parking 1 088

CONGRESS CENTRE 18 740

Single level conference hall 3 000 3 130
Stage area 3 000 2 830
Control room incl 300

Conference rooms 1 400 1 670

Luxury exhibition hall 6 000 6 850

Entrance, conference and exhibition foyers 3 000 3 330
Foyer space incl 1 400
Reception and registration incl 340
Cloackroom incl 150
WC incl 400
Business lounge incl 360
Café incl 180
Control rooms incl 100
VIP mezzanine incl 400

Administration / Event organizers offices 200 400

Public bar-restaurant 900 960
Seating area 400 535
Kitchen / Catering area 500 425

Underground 2 400
Storage space 2 000 2 400
Parking

PARK 4 250 4 100

Cafeteria 250 100

Preserved buildings 4 000 4 000

TOTAL NET SURFACE 135 370
TOTAL NET SURFACE ABOVE GROUND 92 425 95 370
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